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probably not have obtained otherwise. To express Pilsudski's
success in another way: the Soviet had done its utmost by military
action, to say nothing of propaganda, to make Poland Bolshevik,
but thanks chiefly to the Marshal it failed. Trotsky said: "The
Poland of Pilsudski came out of the war unexpectedly strengthened
. . . The development of the Polish revolution (a supposed
Bolshevik internal revolution in Poland) received a crushing
blow. The frontier established by the Riga Treaty cut off the
Soviet from Germany, a fact that was later of great importance
in the lives of both countries."
POLISH CONSTITUTION PASSED
On March 17, 1921, the Seym passed the Constitution en bloc
by a large majority, the minority being composed of the Socialists
and the Wyzwolenie Populists. The struggle over a Senate was
finally closed on January 27, 1921, when the Seym decided to
adopt the bicameral system. This was a victory for the Right, as
was also the part of the Constitution dealing with the election and
functions of the President. The action of the Right was inspired
by animosity to Pilsudski; it believed that he would be elected
President, and it was determined that if it could not prevent
his election, it would limit his power as much as possible; it
therefore accepted the most radical proposals to gain its object.
As things were, Pilsudski was not only Chief of the State but also
Commander-in-Chief; the Constitution made the President
Commander-in-Chief during peace alone, as he was definitely
forbidden by it to exercise the Supreme Command in time of war.
Compared with the famous Polish Constitution of May 3,1791,
which was far in advance of its time, the Constitution of March 17,
1921, like most other European Constitutions of recent date,
showed the enormous progress towards democracy that was
characteristic of political opinion in general, especially after the
War. The "Little Constitution" had been based on the most
democratic franchise—"universal, direct, equal, secret and
proportional/' It was the same with the new Constitution so far
as the Seym was concerned, but for the Senate the voting age was
made 30, instead of 21 for the Seym, and a candidate for the

